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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claims 1, 13, 16, and 21 as indicated below, wherein deleted material is shown by 
strikethrough and added material is underlined. In addition, please add claims 25-30. A 
complete listing of claims pending in the application following entry of this Amendment are 
presented as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A sole component for an article of footwear, the sole component 
comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a fluid; and 

a reinforcing structure formed of a non-foam and non-rubber material the reinforcing 
structure being at least partially recessed into the barrier material and bonded to 
the barrier material, and the reinforcing structure extending throu gh adjacent to at 
least a sidewall of the bladder to restrict diot e noion of the s idew alk 

2. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 1 , wherein the reinforcing structure has a first 
portion, a second portion, and a plurality of connecting portions extending between the first 
portion and the second portion. 

3. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 2, wherein the first portion is secured to the 
bladder at an interface between a first surface and the sidewall, and the second portion is secured 
to the bladder at an interface between a second surface and the sidewall, the first surface being 
positioned opposite the second surface. 

4. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 3, wherein the connecting portions are at least 
partially recessed into the sidewall and bonded to the sidewall. 

5. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 3, wherein the first portion extends along a 
lateral side of the bladder, around a heel region of the bladder, and along a medial side of the 
bladder. 
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BEST AVAILABLE COr r 

6. (Withdrawn) The sole component recited in claim 5, 
extends laterally across the bladder and connects opposite 



wherein at least one bridge member 
of the first portion. 



sides 



7. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 3, wtyerein at least one of the connecting 
portions is inclined. 



8. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 3, wherein 
connecting portions is positioned in a rear-lateral region of the 



9. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 1, 
structure has a greater modulus of elasticity than the barrier Jnaterial, 



wherein a material forming the reinforcing 



10. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 1, 
formed of a first material and a different second materia^ 
second material having a greater modulus of elasticity than 



wherein the reinforcing structure is 
each of the first material and the 
barrier material. 



tie 



11. (Withdrawn) The sole component recited in claim 
includes extensions that extend outward from the bladder. 



wherein 



12. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 1, 
vent apertures that release air from between the bladder and 



13. (Currently Amended) The sole component recited 
structure extends between a first surface of the bladder and 
in a midfoot region and a heel region of die sole component 



14. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 1, whejrein 
barrier layer that forms a first surface and the sidewall, anc 
barrier layer that forms a second surface that is opposite 
structure being bonded only to the first barrier layer. 



a space between two adjacent 
sole structure* 



, wherein the reinforcing structure 



the reinforcing structure includes 
ihe reinforcing structure. 



ifcfc claim 1, wherein the reinforcing 
second surface of the bladder eaJy 



the bladder is formed of a first 
the bladder is formed of a second 
die first surface, the reinforcing 
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■ ^vmilABLE COPY 



15. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 1, whefein edges of the reinforcing member 
are beveled. 



artiqle of footwear, the sole component 



the 



16. (Currently Amended) A sole component for an 
comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses 
having a first surface, an opposite second 
between the first surface and the second surface; 
a reinforcing structure bonded to the bladder, the rei: 
a first portion positioned at an interface of 
first portion extending along a lateral side 
of the bladder, and along a medial side 
a second portion spaced from the first portion 
second surface and the sidewall, the seconjd 
side, around the heel region, and along a 
a plurality of connecting portions extending 
first portion and the second portion, the 
into sidewall, 

the reinforcing structure being formed of a material with a 
barrier material, and at least one of the connecting portion 
sole component is in a n uncompressed state to restrict 
outward force induced by the pressurized fluid 



a pressurized fluid, the bladder 
surface, and a sidewall extending 
5 and 

njforcing structure including: 

first surface and the sidewall, the 
of the bladder, around a heel region 
of the bladder, 

and positioned at an interface of the 
portion extending along the lateral 
ntiedial side of the bladder, and 
along the sidewall and between the 
connecting portions being recessed 

modulus of elasticity than the 
portions being in tension when the 
distension of the sidewall due to an 



17. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 16, wherein at least one of the connecting 
portions is inclined. 

18. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 16, wherein spaces are formed between the 
connecting portions. 



19. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 16, 
in a rear-lateral region of the sole component 



whejrein one of the spaces is positioned 
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i 

i 
I 

20. (Withdrawn) The sole component recited in claim 16, [wherein at least one bridge member 
extends laterally across the bladder and connects opposite sides of the first portion. 

i 

21 . (Currently Amended) The sole component recited in cl^im 16, wherein the material forming 
the reinforcing structure includes a first material portion and a different second material portion. 
each of the first material portion and the second mat e ri al portion having properties and a greater 
modulus of elasticity than the barrier material. 

i 
i 

j 

22. (Withdrawn) The sole component recited in claim 1|5, wherein die reinforcing structure 

includes extensions that extend outward from the bladder, j 

i 
i 

23. (Original) The sole component recited in claim l<jj, wherein the reinforcing structure 
includes vent apertures that release air from between the bWder and the reinforcing structure. 

t 
i 

24. (Original) The sole component recited in claim 16k wherein edges of the reinforcing 
member are beveled* 

i 

i 

25. (New) A sole component for an article of footwear, the lole component comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a tjressurized fluid; and 

a reinforcing structure at least partially recessed into the barrier material and bonded to 

the barrier material, a portion of the reinforcing structure extending adjacent to at 

I 

least a sidewall of the bladder, the portion cjf the reinforcing structure being in 

tension when the sole component is in an uncompressed state due to an outward 

force upon the barrier material induced by the [pressurized fluid. 

I 
i 

26. (New) A sole component for an article of footwear, the sole component comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a fluid; and 

a reinforcing structure at least partially recessed into! the barrier material and bonded to 
the barrier material, the reinforcing structurk extending adjacent to at least a 

! 
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sidewall of the bladder, and the reinforcing structure being formed of a material 
with a greater modulus of elasticity than the barrier material. 

27. (New) A sole component for an article of footwear, the sole component comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a fluid; and 

a reinforcing structure at least partially recessed into the barrier material and bonded to 
the barrier material, the reinforcing structure extending adjacent to at least a 
sidewall of the bladder, and the reinforcing structure being formed of a material 
with greater stiffness than the barrier material, 

28. (New) A sole component for an article of footwear, the sole component comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a pressurized fluid, the bladder 
having a first surface, an opposite second surface, and a sidewall extending 
between the first surface and the second surface; and 
a reinforcing structure bonded to the bladder, the reinforcing structure including: 
a first portion positioned at an interface of the first surface and the sidewall, 
a second portion spaced from the first portion and positioned at an interface of the 

second surface and the sidewall, and 
a plurality of connecting portions extending adjacent to the sidewall and between 

the first portion and the second portion, the connecting portions being 

recessed into sidewall, 

wherein the sidewall has a first area that is covered by the connecting portions and a second area 
that is exposed to an exterior of the sole component, the first area being less than the second area, 

29. (New) A sole component for an article of footwear, the sole component comprising: 

a bladder formed of a barrier material that encloses a fluid; and 

a reinforcing structure at least partially recessed into the barrier material and bonded to 
the barrier material, 

wherein an exposed surface of the bladder is exposed to an exterior of die sole component, and 
an exposed surface of the reinforcing structure is exposed to the exterior of the sole component, 
the exposed surface of the bladder being substantially co-planar with the exposed surface of the 
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reinforcing structure at an interface between the exposed surface of the bladder and the exposed 
surface of the reinforcing structure. 

i 

30. (New) The sole component recited in claim 29, wherein at least a portion of the exposed 
surface of the bladder that is spaced from the interface bulges outward to form a convex area of 
the exposed surface of the bladder. 
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